GGE 375: Geography of Intolerance – Fall 2010

11:00-12:15 Tuesday and Thursday, 152 Advanced Technology and Science Hall

Prof. Stentor Danielson

Office: Advanced Technology and Science Hall, Room 327 (enter through the Geography main office, Room 319, and go straight back then take a right)

Phone: 738-2564

Email: stentor.danielson@sru.edu

Office hours: Official office hours are 10 a.m. - 12 a.m. Monday and Wednesday, and 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. on Tuesday. My door is generally always open when I am in the office, and I welcome students anytime I'm in.
About this class 

Human societies have a long history of treating others unequally and being intolerant of certain types of people and behaviors. These processes are frequently achieved by shaping the organization of the spaces and places in which human social life occurs. From border policies that place non-citizens on an unequal footing, to residential segregation in cities that deprives certain people of access to much-needed services, to colonial rewriting of land tenure systems, geography is directly implicated in the creation and maintenance of inequalities in society. At the same time, resistance to inequality and intolerance takes a spatial form as well, as those who are excluded try to exploit and reshape their places and environments. This class will explore how and why these geographical processes of inequality occur, as well as what we can or should do about them.

Outcomes

By the end of this course, a successful student will be able to:

· Describe some of the major axes of inequality and intolerance in the contemporary world, including gender, race/ethnicity, disability, sexuality, class, and citizenship.

· Explain processes of identity formation, exclusion, power, and resistance that create, perpetuate, or correct those forms of inequality and intolerance.

· Analyze how spatial patterns, the construction of places, and human relationships with the natural environment serve to create or mitigate intolerance and inequality.

· Evaluate the ethical implications of intolerance and inequality, and make well-reasoned arguments for or against proposed solutions.

This course addresses the following departmental outcomes:

· Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of features and patterns of the human environment. (4.2)

· Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of the major processes such as settlement, migration, trade, technological development, diffusion, and landscape transformation that shape cultural patterns. (4.8)

· Each graduate shall develop the ability to respect and integrate diverse worldviews in problem-solving frameworks. (1.5)

· Each graduate will deliver oral presentations, demonstrating the ability to effectively communicate discipline-specific concepts. (1.1)

· Each graduate will write scholarly papers using acceptable format and organization with proper citations to appropriate literature. (1.2)

· Each graduate will demonstrate professionalism and integrity in his/her academic conduct. (1.4)

· Each graduate will demonstrate the ability to develop valid research questions and hypotheses. (2.1)

· Each graduate will demonstrate the ability to apply proper techniques for data acquisition and interpretation in a problem-solving context. (2.2)

· Each graduate will develop the ability to make informed, scientifically-based decisions regarding environmental issues. (2.4)

And the following university-wide outcomes:

· Communication: Communicate effectively in speech and in writing, using appropriate information sources, presentation formats, and technologies. (1)

· Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas from multiple perspectives--mathematical, scientific, and humanistic. Apply this information literacy to contemporary challenges. (2)

· Values and Ethics: Demonstrate an understanding of how the values of personal integrity, cooperative action, and respect for diversity influence one's own behavior and the individual and group behavior of others. (3)

· Social Awareness and Civic Responsibility: Use knowledge of evolving human institutions and of diverse cultural and historical perspectives to interact effectively in a variety of social and political contexts. (4)

· Global Interdependence: Act with an understanding of the cultural, socio-economic, and biological interdependence of planetary life. (5)

· Personal Development: Demonstrate intellectual curiosity, as well as a commitment to wellness, and to emotional and spiritual growth. (6)

· Professional Proficiency: Apply knowledge and skills to meet professional competencies within a specific discipline. (8)

Assignments

General assignments policies

All written assignments must be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they’re due. Assignments will be docked 5% for each 24 hours or part thereof they are late, unless a documented unforeseeable excuse is provided. Since you have the entire semester's schedule now, please plan your time so as to complete all assignments early, so that you are prepared if something unexpected happens. Written assignments may be printed double-sided or on old paper (i.e. paper that has had something else printed on the other side). Late assignments may be dropped off at my office or submitted by email in .doc, .docx, or .odt (OpenOffice.org -- a free program equivalent to MS Office) format. But be aware that the assignment does not count as handed in until I can read it (so the clock keeps ticking if your file is corrupted, or isn't attached to the email, etc.). 

Word limits are meant to give you a sense of how comprehensive the paper ought to be, not as strict rules. If you have something important to say, say it. If you don’t, don’t waste your time (and mine) by padding the word count.

All information you acquire from sources other than your own creativity must be appropriately cited. An appropriate citation requires both an in-text reference immediately following the material in question, and a complete description of the source (including author, date, title, and publication information – a URL alone is insufficient) in the Works Cited. Citations should be in APA style (see the library website for details). I expect students to exercise critical judgment in evaluating sources, both from the internet and from the library. Learning about the geography of intolerance will require you to critically engage with sources that have strong political agendas, and both blanket dismissal of sources as “biased” and uncritical acceptance of them will be ruinous. If you have any questions about sources or citations, please talk to me before the due date – I would rather have you ask and do it right than lose points for doing it wrong.

1. Reading journal: Collected October 14 and December 2
Starting in Week 2, you should keep a journal of your thoughts on all of the readings for class. For weeks with multiple readings, I would like you to write at least a couple sentences on each article or book that show that you really read the assignment. For at least one of the readings each week, you should write a longer response (300-500 words). The longer response should show some serious engagement with the material. This engagement may take the form of one or more of the following:

· Relating the ideas in the reading to ideas from another week’s readings, or material from another class

· Relating the ideas in the reading to events or experiences in your own life or the life of people you know

· Critiquing or raising questions about the author’s ideas – this article is wrong, or oversimplifies, or has a gap in its logic, or only applies to a certain group of people, because …

· Going beyond or expanding upon the article’s content with original thought or theories

I will not be grading on grammar and spelling (though I can’t give you points for ideas I can’t read), but all ideas or information coming from anywhere other than your own head must be properly cited in APA style. This includes the class articles you are responding to!

Please bring your journal to class. While I will only collect your journals for grading twice, if our discussion has some dead spots I may call on you and ask what you wrote in your journal about that day’s readings.

2. Event response paper: Due by one week following the event

This semester, there will be a variety of events on campus dealing with intolerance and inequality. You are required to attend one such event, and write a 1000-word paper about it, addressing the following themes:

· What did you learn from the event?

· What role does geography play in creating, maintaining, or alleviating the intolerance or inequality at issue? (If the event itself did not directly address geography, you may have to formulate your own hypotheses.)

· How does what you learned from the event enrich your understanding of the course readings and discussion, and vice-versa?

The event you use may be talks, workshops, movies, protests, performances, or art displays – but may not include regular class meetings, shifts at work, or club meetings. I will make an effort to announce suitable events in class, but you are not limited to attending those events that I mention explicitly. As long as you can give me a good, deep answer to the above three points, you can write about any event you like (though it’s a good idea to check in with me ahead of time to be sure the event is suitable). Make sure that your paper clearly states the title, date, and time of the event. Your paper must make substantive use (not just a passing reference) of at least one article or book from this class. That source, as well as any other sources you may choose to use, must be properly cited in APA style.

3. Class participation: Report due December 14
Interaction with other students is a vital part of upper-level social science study. I hope that our classes will feature substantive, critical discussion of the material in the readings as well as relevant ideas from your other experience and the world around us. On the day of the final exam, you must hand in a report of up to 500 words telling me what grade you believe you deserve for your class participation, and giving a justification for that grade. Your justification should give an overview of what you feel has been your level of participation in class discussions, as well as highlighting at least two specific contributions you made to the class. By specific contributions, I mean something like “During our discussion of gentrification, I pointed out how the ideas in the article by Smith really matched what has happened in Pittsburgh’s South Side,” or “I helped the class understand why our way of talking about gendered spaces was making some ethnocentric assumptions.” Your grade will be based both on your report as well as my own notes on students’ participation during class, so there is no guarantee you will receive the grade that your report asks for.

4. Major research paper: Drafts due October 19 and November 16, final paper due December 14
For your major research paper, you must pick a case study of some form of inequality or intolerance. Your paper will examine the role geography plays in maintaining and/or undermining that inequality or intolerance. Your paper must make use of geographical ideas such as space, place, and environment. Your paper should give a clear answer to all of the following questions:

1) What is the intolerance or inequality at issue – how exactly does it affect people?

2) What role does geography play in maintaining or undermining it?

3) What, if anything, should be done in light of your answers to #1 and #2 (by government, by private organizations, by activists, by individuals…)? In answering this question, I want you to take a stand and give reasons for your position.

Sometime during Week 4, you will have a short appointment with me to discuss your topic idea. Partial drafts of your work so far will be due in Weeks 8 and 12. Draft #1 should include at least an outline of your proposed argument, and a list of sources that you have located so far. Draft #2 should include an updated outline and list of sources, as well as 1000 words (about 4 pages) of writing. The purpose of the drafts is to make sure that you are not waiting until the last minute to work on your paper, and to give me an opportunity to give you feedback on your work. Think of the drafts as an opportunity to get help with your writing and thinking. Generally speaking, as long as you meet the minimum requirements and are showing a good faith effort, you will get full points for whatever you hand in.
Your final paper should be about 6,000 words long (about 15 pages, 12 point Times New Roman double-spaced with one inch margins). I will grade your paper using the rubric on the last page of the syllabus. I expect to see clear arguments, good use of information and logic to back up your points, and proper APA citation style for all sources used. I cannot give any hard and fast rules about how many sources of what types you must use, because I am more interested in seeing that your research was comprehensive and that you can think critically about what kind of information you need to support an argument and what sources are reliable for that information. A ballpark target would be 15 sources, at least half of which are from academic books or journals.
5. Final discussion: December 14
We will meet during the assigned final exam period and share with each other the results of the major research papers. The meeting will be structured as a discussion, not a formal presentation. But I will expect all members of the class to make comments incorporating ideas and insights from their final paper. If you cannot attend this meeting, you must contact me before class to make arrangements to have a one-on-one chat with me about your paper sometime during finals week.

Grading

The final grade for this class will consist of:


Reading journal #1
5%


Reading journal #2
5%


Event response paper
20%

Class participation
15%


Final paper draft #1
5%


Final paper draft #2
5%


Final paper
35%


Final discussion
10%

No extra credit whatsoever will be given in this class, so don’t ask.

Attendance and Preparation

The geography of intolerance is a complex subject, and no manageable set of readings can cover all of the information that I think is important to highlight on each topic. I expect all students to attend every class, because class lectures and discussions will be key to learning the material – which will impact not just the 15% participation grade, but the other 85% as well. You should come prepared to talk about the readings. From time to time I will pose problems for you to investigate between classes. While these problems are not factored into your grade, I expect you to put in substantial time working on them so that we can have a productive class when we reconvene.

I assume that all members of this class are adults who have chosen to take this class because you are interested in learning about the geography of intolerance. Therefore, behavior that is disruptive to your own learning or that of others will not be tolerated, and you will be asked to leave. Such behavior includes: eating, smoking, sleeping, working on work for other classes or personal business, talking about topics other than the geography of intolerance, and the use of non-approved electronic devices (iPods, laptops, cell phones, etc. – all cell phones must be turned off when you enter the class and remain off until you leave).

Special Needs

Your ability to master the class material should not be hindered by anything other than your own effort. If you have a disability, health issue, outside responsibility, or other concern that may affect your ability to succeed in this class, do not hesitate to contact me or the university’s Office for Students with Disabilities (738-4877, linda.quidone@sru.edu, 122 Bailey Library), and we will work together to find an accommodation for you.

Changes

While I do not expect much to change about this syllabus, I reserve the right to make changes and will notify students of them in class and/or by email.

Readings

There are four books for this class, plus a collection of shorter readings. The books are available through the campus bookstore, or from an online seller such as powells.com or amazon.com. 

Friedemann-Sánchez, Greta. 2006. Assembling flowers and cultivating homes: labor and gender in Colombia. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

Modan, Gabriella Gahlia. 2007. Turf wars: discourse, diversity, and the politics of place. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Parr, Hester. 2008. Mental health and social space: towards inclusionary geographies? New York: Wiley.

Sheridan, Lynnaire Maria. 2009 “I know it's dangerous”: why Mexicans risk their lives to cross the border. Tucson, AZ: University of Arizona Press.

Readings not found in the books are available through the library's electronic reserve system or online. You are expected to have thoughtfully read, and journaled about, each week’s readings by the beginning of the week. Many weeks have fairly large reading loads, so plan ahead and don’t wait until the weekend before to start reading.

One good strategy for thoughtful reading – which may help you with you reading journal – is called the “yes, no, hmm” method. That is, after finishing the article you should come up with at least one important thing you think the author got right (“yes”), one thing the author got wrong (“no”), and one thing the author said that prompted you to think more deeply and go beyond the text (“hmm”). I expect all students to participate in class discussions, so thinking about the reading in this way will ensure that you have something to contribute.

Desire2Learn

I will use the Desire2Learn system to distribute assignments, and to send messages about the class. Students should make sure that they are able to log in to the class's D2L site as well as the electronic reserves for this class on the library website. It is your responsibility to contact ITS or the library if you have a problem. You are also responsible for checking your SRU email account daily, as I will be sending class emails through D2L to those addresses.

Academic Honesty

Cheating (any method for getting the correct answers other than knowing the material yourself) and plagiarism (representing others' work as your own) will not be tolerated, and I will be alert for signs of both. In your papers, any idea that you take from any person other than yourself must be properly cited, and any words or phrases that you take from others must be clearly marked as quotations. You may discuss ideas with your classmates, or get help proofreading, but all of the writing must be your own. On the first instance of cheating or plagiarism, you will receive a zero for that assignment. On the second instance, you will receive a zero for the course. Review the section in your Student Handbook on Academic Honesty for a more detailed explanation of the university's procedures for handling cheating and plagiarism.
Schedule of Topics and Readings

Additional readings may be added to any unit at my discretion.
Unit 1: Basic Concepts

Week 1, August 31-September 2: 

Pulido, Laura. 2000. Rethinking environmental racism: white privilege and urban development. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 90 (1):12-40. [E-Reserve]
Addams, Jane. 1907. Democracy and social ethics. Cambridge, MA: Bellknap Press, Chapter 5: Industrial amelioration, p. 137-177. http://tinyurl.com/23qumsb (to scroll to the chapter, just do an Edit > Find in your browser and search for “Industrial amelioration”)
Week 2, September 7-9:

Young, Iris Marion. 1990. Justice and the politics of difference. Princeton: Princeton University Press, Chapter 2: Five faces of oppression, p. 39-65. [E-Reserve]
McIntosh, Peggy 1988. White privilege: unpacking the invisible knapsack. http://tinyurl.com/nb3d46
Smith, Andrea. 2006. Heteropatriarchy and the three pillars of white supremacy: Rethinking women of color organizing. In Color of violence: The Incite! anthology, ed. INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence, 66-73. Cambridge, MA: South End Press. http://tinyurl.com/2fnnsla 
Crenshaw, Kimberle. 1993. Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex: a black feminist critique of antidiscrimination doctrine, feminist theory and antiracist praxis. In Feminist legal theory: Foundations, ed. D. K. Weisberg, 383-398. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. [E-Reserve]
Week 3, September 14-16:

Conklin, B. A., and L. R. Graham. 1995. The shifting middle ground: Amazonian Indians and eco-politics. American Anthropologist 97 (4):695-710. [E-Reserve]
Kruks, Sonia. 1995. Identity politics and dialectical reason: beyond an epistemology of provenance. Hypatia 10 (2):1-22. [E-Reserve]
Gorman-Murray, Andrew. 2007. Contesting domestic ideals: queering the Australian home. Australian Geographer 38 (2):195-213. [E-Reserve]

Freund, Peter. 2001. Bodies, disability and spaces: the social model and disabling spatial organisations. Disability & Society 16 (5):689-706. [E-Reserve]
Unit 2: Intolerance at the National Scale
Week 4, September 21-23:

Make appointment to discuss final paper topic sometime this week

Sheridan, Lynnaire Maria. 2009 “I know it's dangerous”: why Mexicans risk their lives to cross the border. Tucson, AZ: University of Arizona Press.

Week 5, September 28-30:


Sheridan, “I know it's dangerous”
Week 6, October 5-7:


Sheridan, “I know it's dangerous”
Unit 3: Intolerance at the Urban Scale
Week 7, October 14:

No class Tuesday October 12 – Fall Break 
Reading journal collected Thursday

Modan, Gabriella Gahlia. 2007. Turf wars: discourse, diversity, and the politics of place. Malden, MA: Blackwell.
Week 8, October 19-21:

Final paper draft #1 due Tuesday


Modan, Turf wars
Week 9, October 26-28:


Modan, Turf wars
Unit 4: Intolerance at the International Scale

Week 10, November 2-4:

Friedemann-Sánchez, Greta. 2006. Assembling flowers and cultivating homes: labor and gender in Colombia. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

Week 11, November 9-11:


Friedemann-Sánchez, Assembling flowers and cultivating homes
Unit 5: Intolerance at an Intimate Scale

Week 12, November 16-18:

Final paper draft #2 due Tuesday

Parr, Hester. 2008. Mental health and social space: towards inclusionary geographies? New York: Wiley.

Week 13, November 23:

No class Thursday November 25 – Thanksgiving Break

Parr, Mental health and social space
Week 14, November 30-December 2:

Reading journal collected Thursday

Parr, Mental health and social space
Unit 6: Doing Geography

Week 15, December 7-9:


Review all readings, giving particular attention to methodological sections.
Week 16, December 14: Final Exam, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Final discussion; final paper due; class participation report due

Final paper and presentation grading rubric:

	Item
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Relevance

20%
	Gives a complete, thoughtful, and integrated answer to all questions in the assignment
	Addresses all questions, but gives insufficient depth to some, fails to link them together
	Addresses all questions in a perfunctory way, omits some questions or adds irrelevant digressions
	Veers significantly from the assigned topic
	Essay is on a completely irrelevant topic

	Use of concepts

20%
	Demonstrates complete mastery of key ideas from class
	Makes good use of relevant ideas from class
	Is able to use ideas from class, but may miss relevant ones or use them in a shallow or somewhat mistaken way
	Significant misuse of ideas from class
	Absence of relevant ideas from class, or pervasive failure to understand them

	Use of information and sources

20%
	All arguments fully supported by information that is relevant and obtained from reliable sources
	Adequate use of information and sources relevant to the argument
	Signs of inattention to source quality, some information presented irrelevant or missing but necessary
	Failure to distinguish reliable and unreliable sources, “kitchen sink” approach to research results
	Large gaps in research and irrelevant digressions, use of manifestly unreliable sources

	Citations

10%
	All information cited in a clear and consistent manner
	Citations may be partially incomplete
	Significant inconsistencies in citation style, important points not cited
	Pervasive failure to cite sources or to cite them in an understandable way
	Citations absent or impossible to follow

	Grammar and writing
10%
	Impeccable grammar and writing style that is enjoyable to read and appropriate to the subject matter
	Generally consistent grammar and an easy to understand writing style
	Significant grammar mistakes and writing style that is stilted or inappropriate
	Rampant grammar mistakes and awkward writing that make it difficult to follow the argument
	Pervasive grammar mistakes and clear lack of care about the readability of the text

	Insight

20%
	Raises new ideas that enter new ground in geography and/or strongly stimulate my own thinking
	Reaches deep and substantive conclusions that go beyond the class material
	Draws conclusions consistent with the class material, or further insights which are significantly flawed
	Contains original ideas that are shallow or clearly incorrect
	Lacks any original ideas


