GGE 307: Australia – Spring 2011

2:00-2:50 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, Advanced Sci and Tech Hall 133

Prof. Stentor Danielson

Office: Advanced Technology and Science Hall, Room 327 (enter through the Geography main office, Room 319, and go straight back then take a right)

Phone: 738-2564

Email: stentor.danielson@sru.edu

Office hours: Official office hours are 1-2 and 3-4 on Mondays, 1:30-3:30 on Tuesdays, and 10-11 on Wednesdays. My door is generally always open when I am in the office, and I welcome students anytime I'm in.

About this class 

Australia has many identities – a spiritual homeland, a harsh wilderness, a gaol, a land of modern convenience, a land of harsh oppression, a place of natural wonder, and a backwards antipode to normal life. In this class we will explore the physical and human processes that have shaped the nation of Australia and evaluate the possibilities for its future.

Outcomes

By the end of this course, a successful student will be able to:

· Describe and explain the geological, climatological, and ecological characteristics of Australia

· Understand and appreciate the distinctive worldview and practices of pre-contact and modern Aboriginal culture

· Trace the development of white Australian identity and relationships to the land since 1788

· Explain and evaluate the major social and political issues facing Australia today, including immigration, environmental conservation, economic development, and cultural issues

This course addresses the following departmental outcomes:

· 1.1. Each graduate will deliver oral presentations, demonstrating the ability to effectively communicate discipline-specific concepts

· 1.2. Each graduate will write scholarly papers using acceptable format and organization with proper citations to appropriate literature.

· 1.3. Each graduate will actively participate in collaborative projects and in academic field trips

· 1.4. Each graduate will demonstrate professionalism and integrity in his/her academic conduct

· 1.5. Each graduate shall develop the ability to respect and integrate diverse worldviews in problem-solving frameworks

· 2.1. Each graduate will demonstrate the ability to develop valid research questions and hypotheses

· 2.3. Each graduate will demonstrate the ability to solve open-ended problems using scientific methodology

· 2.4. Each graduate will develop the ability to make informed, scientifically-based decisions regarding environmental issues
· 4.1. Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of physical features and patterns of the physical environment
· 4.2. Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of features and patterns of the human environment
· 4.3. Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of concepts such as absolute and relative location, proximity, separation, direction, region, hierarchy, density, and dispersion, and methods that are used to describe and analyze spatial patterns
· 4.5. Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of major spatial features and patterns in the natural environment such as those relating to climate, oceans, soils, landforms, and vegetation
· 4.6.  Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of the major processes, such as evolution, atmospheric circulation, weathering and erosion, ocean currents, plate tectonics, and volcanism that shape patterns in the natural environment.
· 4.7.  Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of the major spatial features and patterns in the cultural environment such as language, religion, and agriculture and economic, political, and demographic regions
· 4.8.  Each graduate will demonstrate an understanding of the major processes such as settlement, migration, trade, technological development, diffusion, and landscape transformation that shape cultural patterns

And the following university-wide outcomes:

· Communication: Communicate effectively in speech and in writing, using appropriate information sources, presentation formats, and technologies. (1)

· Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas from multiple perspectives--mathematical, scientific, and humanistic. Apply this information literacy to contemporary challenges. (2)

· Values and Ethics: Demonstrate an understanding of how the values of personal integrity, cooperative action, and respect for diversity influence one's own behavior and the individual and group behavior of others. (3)

· Social Awareness and Civic Responsibility: Use knowledge of evolving human institutions and of diverse cultural and historical perspectives to interact effectively in a variety of social and political contexts. (4)

· Global Interdependence: Act with an understanding of the cultural, socio-economic, and biological interdependence of planetary life. (5)

· Personal Development: Demonstrate intellectual curiosity, as well as a commitment to wellness, and to emotional and spiritual growth. (6)

· Professional Proficiency: Apply knowledge and skills to meet professional competencies within a specific discipline. (8)

Assignments

General assignments policies

All written assignments must be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they’re due. Assignments will be docked 5% of the assignment’s total grade for each 24 hours or part thereof they are late, unless a documented unforeseeable excuse is provided. Since you have the entire semester's schedule now, please plan your time so as to complete all assignments early, so that you are prepared if something unexpected happens. Written assignments should be printed double-sided or on old paper (i.e. paper that has had something else printed on the other side). Late assignments may be dropped off at my office or submitted by email in .doc, .docx, or .odt (OpenOffice.org -- a free program equivalent to MS Office) format. But be aware that the assignment does not count as handed in until I can read it (so the clock keeps ticking if your file is corrupted, or isn't attached to the email, etc.). 

Word limits are meant to give you a sense of how comprehensive the paper ought to be, not as strict rules. If you have something important to say, say it. If you don’t, don’t waste your time (and mine) by padding the word count.

All information you acquire from sources other than your own creativity must be appropriately cited. I prefer APA style (see the library website for details), but any complete and consistent citation format is acceptable. I expect students to exercise critical judgment in evaluating sources, both from the internet and from the library. If you have any questions about sources or citations, please talk to me before the due date – I would rather have you do it right than lose points for doing it wrong.

1. Map quiz

On Feb. 4, the second half of the class will be taken up by a quiz on important locations in Australia. There is a blank map posted on D2L – for the quiz, I will simply give you a copy of this map and ask you to label all of the locations on it. For the map quiz, you will be expected to know the locations of the following places:

New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Australian Capital Territory, South Australia, Northern Territory, Western Australia, Tasmania, Gulf of Carpentaria, Cape York Peninsula, Torres Strait, Bass Strait, Arnhem Land, The Kimberley, Great Dividing Range, Australian Alps, Blue Mountains, Nullarbor Plain, Sydney, Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne, Adelaide, Hobart, Perth, Darwin, Alice Springs, Murray River, Darling River

2. Reading journal

Through the entire semester, students must keep a journal about current events in Australia. To do this, you should be reading several news sources from or about the country. Below are some suggested starting places. Whether you read from these sources or others, I expect you to exercise critical judgment about the source.


Newspapers:


Sydney Morning Herald: http://www.smh.com.au


The Age: http://www.theage.com.au/


The Australian: http:// www.theaustralian.news.com.au/


Blogs:


On Line Opinion: http://onlineopinion.com.au/


Larvatus Prodeo: http:// larvatusprodeo.net/


Club Troppo: http://clubtroppo.com.au/


More available at The Australian Index: http://theaustralianindex.com/

Your reading journal should be kept in the form of a blog. I will demonstrate how to set up a blog through Blogger.com, or you may use another blogging platform that you are familiar with (Movable Type, LiveJournal, etc). Remember that if you choose to make you writing publicly viewable, you are bound by both the requirements of this assignment and the informal ethical code of blogging. You are participating in a public conversation with actual Australians, some of whom may notice and disagree with your perspective.

You should write at least one entry per week (but you are welcome and encouraged to write more often, and to read and comment on your classmates’ blogs), summarizing and reflecting on events occurring in Australia. The entries can respond to a single news story or blog post, or incorporate ideas from multiple sources. Your entries need not comment directly on the week's class reading material, but when class material (from that week or previous weeks) is relevant, you should refer to it. All sources (class material, information you came across while researching your paper, and news sources) should be properly cited (with an in-text link for online material, or a written citation for paper sources).

I will grade your reading journal four times over the course of the semester. In grading your journal, I will consider the following criteria:

· Are you making clear and well-supported claims about the topics you are writing about?

· Are you going beyond just reporting information you read elsewhere, to integrate multiple sources, critically evaluate the positions of others, and bring new ideas into the conversation?

· If the topic of your post relates to material we have covered in class, did the way you wrote about the topic demonstrate that you understood the class material?

3. Film response paper

At some point during the semester, you must watch one of the iconic Australian films listed below. After watching it, you must write an essay of 1000 words addressing how this film portrays Australia. What is the dominant image of the country that the film promotes? How does what the film show match up with – or not match up with – what we have learned in class about Australia? How does this film deepen your understanding of how Australians see themselves? Might this film be interpreted differently by different groups within Australian society? 

As you write your essay, you should make reference to, and properly cite, any relevant class materials. You are not required to do any outside research for this assignment, but you may wish to do so to help you better understand the film and how it is viewed by Australians. I have seen all of these films, so please do not spend more than about half a page of your paper giving a plot synopsis. You should be able to jump right into your analysis.

Following is a list of films you may choose from. Several are available from the library reserve desk – note that some of them are Region 4 DVDs, so they must be watched on the library's DVD player. The others may be available from Netflix or another similar service. I encourage you to look up these films on IMDB.com to get an idea of which units in the class might be most relevant to the film, so that you can watch it shortly after we go over that unit in class. 


Sunday Too Far Away (1975) [Reserve]

Picnic at Hanging Rock (1975) [Netflix DVD, Netflix instant watch]

Storm Boy (1976) [Reserve]


Gallipoli (1981) [Netflix DVD, Netflix instant watch]

The Man from Snowy River (1982) [Netflix DVD, Netflix instant watch]

Muriel's Wedding (1994) [Netflix DVD]

The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert (1994) [Reserve, Netflix DVD]

The Castle (1997) [Netflix DVD]

Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) [Netflix DVD, Netflix instant watch]

Ten Canoes (2006) [Netflix DVD]

4. Group research assignment

Australia faces a variety of important issues that will shape its success as a land, a nation, and a people. Imagine that you have the opportunity to address a coalition of political, business, civil society, Aboriginal, and other leaders who have gathered to discuss Australia’s future. You will be assigned to a group of 3-4 students for this project. Each group will investigate a major issue of their choice that affects Australia. The group will prepare a white paper (a report of approximately 1500 words) outlining their proposal for how Australia should deal with this issue, and present their findings in a 10-minute presentation to the class on our last day. 

5. Final exam

The final exam will be a combination of short-answer and essay questions covering all of the class material from the semester.

6. Participation

Interaction with other students is a vital part of upper-level social science study. I hope that our classes will feature substantive, critical discussion of the material in the readings as well as relevant ideas from your other experience and the world around us. On the day of the final exam, you must hand in a report of up to 500 words telling me what grade you believe you deserve for your class participation, and giving a justification for that grade. Your justification should give an overview of what you feel has been your level of participation in class discussions, as well as highlighting at least two specific contributions you made to the class. By specific contributions, I mean something like “During our discussion of the Stolen Generations, I pointed out how the focus on an official apology actually limited the government's responsibility for reparations.” Your grade will be based both on your report as well as my own notes on students’ participation during class, so there is no guarantee you will receive the grade that your report asks for.

Grading

The final grade for this class will consist of:

5% Map quiz

20% Reading journal

15% Film response paper

30% Group assignment

20% Final exam

10% Participation

Attendance and Preparation

Australia is a complex subject, and no manageable set of readings can cover all of the information that I think is important to highlight on each topic. I expect all students to attend every class, because class lectures and discussions will be key to learning the material. You should come prepared to talk about the readings. I will occasionally pose problems for you to investigate between classes. While these problems are not factored into your grade, I expect you to put in substantial time working on them so that we can have a productive class when we reconvene.

I assume that all members of this class are adults who have chosen to take this class because you are interested in learning about Australia. Therefore, behavior that is disruptive to your own learning or that of others will not be tolerated, and you will be asked to leave. Such behavior includes: eating, smoking, sleeping, working on work for other classes or personal business, talking about topics other than Australia, and the use of non-approved electronic devices (iPods, laptops, cell phones, etc. – all cell phones must be turned off when you enter the class and remain off until you leave).

Special Needs

Your ability to master the class material should not be hindered by anything other than your own effort. If you have a disability, health issue, outside responsibility, or other concern that may affect your ability to succeed in this class, do not hesitate to contact me or the university’s Office for Students with Disabilities (738-4877, linda.quidone@sru.edu, 122 Bailey Library), and we will work together to find an accommodation for you.

Changes

While I do not expect much to change about this syllabus, I reserve the right to make changes and will notify students of them in class and/or by email.

Readings

The readings for this class will come from two books (available in the book store) and articles placed on electronic reserve or found online. You are expected to have thoughtfully read each week’s readings by the beginning of the week. Many weeks have fairly large reading loads, so plan ahead and don’t wait until the weekend before to start reading.

Cowlishaw, Gillian. 2009. The city’s outback. Sydney: UNSW Press.

Elder, C. 2007. Being Australian: narratives of national identity. Crows Nest NSW: Allen & Unwin.

One good strategy for thoughtful reading is called the “yes, no, hmm” method. That is, after finishing the article you should come up with at least one important thing you think the author got right (“yes”), one thing the author got wrong (“no”), and one thing the author said that prompted you to think more deeply and go beyond the text (“hmm”). I expect all students to participate in class discussions, so thinking about the reading in this way will ensure that you have something to contribute.

I reserve the right to add graded response papers to the class if it becomes apparent from class discussions that a substantial number of students are not doing the reading, or not doing it thoughtfully.

Desire2Learn

I will use the D2L system to distribute assignments, and to send messages about the class. Students should make sure that they are able to log in to the class's D2L site as well as the electronic reserves for this class on the library website. It is your responsibility to contact ITS or the library if you have a problem. You are also responsible for checking your SRU email account daily, as I will be sending class emails through D2L to those addresses.

Academic Honesty

Cheating (any method for getting the correct answers other than knowing the material yourself) and plagiarism (representing others' work as your own) will not be tolerated, and I will be alert for signs of both. In your papers, any idea that you take from any person other than yourself must be properly cited, and any words or phrases that you take from others must be clearly marked as quotations. You may discuss ideas with your classmates, or get help proofreading, but all of the writing must be your own. On the first instance of cheating or plagiarism, you will receive a zero for that assignment. On the second instance, you will receive a zero for the course. Review the section in your Student Handbook on Academic Honesty for a more detailed explanation of the university's procedures for handling cheating and plagiarism.

Schedule of Topics and Readings

Week 1, Jan. 19-21: Introduction to Australia

What kind of a country is Australia? What are the major issues facing Australia?

Elder, Introduction and Chapter 1: Imagining nations: telling national tales, pp. 1-39

Week 2, Jan. 24-28: Geology and ecology of Australia

How did the physical environment of Australia form? How has it been affected by humans?

Archer, Michael, Ian H. Burnley, John R. Dodson, Ronnie Harding, Lesley Head, and Peter A. Murphy. 1998. From plesiosaurs to people: 100 million years of environmental history. Canberra: Environment Australia. http://tinyurl.com/24m66gv

Dickman, Christopher. 2007. A fragile balance: the extraordinary story of Australian marsupials. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 13-21 and 123-140. [E-Reserve]

Butler, Tina. 2005. Cane toads increasingly a problem in Australia. Mogabay.com April 17. http://tinyurl.com/dncv6t

Week 3, Jan. 31-Feb. 4: Aboriginal colonization

How and when did the ancestors of the Aborigines arrive in Australia? How did they shape their new land?

Mulvaney, John, and Johan Kamminga. 1999. Prehistory of Australia. St. Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin. Chapters 7 and 9, pp. 103-112 and 130-146. [E-Reserve]

Roberts, Richard G, Timothy F. Flannery, Linda K. Ayliffe, Hiroyuki Yoshida, Jon M. Olley, Gavin J. Prideaux, Geoff M. Laslett, Alexander Baynes, M. A. Smith, Rhys Jones, and Barton L. Smith. 2001. New ages for the last Australian megafauna: continent-wide extinction about 46,000 years ago. Science 292 (5523): 1888-1892. [E-Reserve]

Head, Lesley M. 1996. Headlines, songlines and timelines. Meanjin 55 (4) http://tinyurl.com/2c5fvuo

Map quiz on Feb. 4.

Week 4, Feb. 7-11: British colonization

Why did the British settle in Australia? What sort of society did they create?

Matra, James Maria. 1783. A proposal for establishing a settlement in New South Wales. http://tinyurl.com/293bnzl

Lord Sydney. 1787. Heads of a plan. http://tinyurl.com/2f7e9nh

Hughes, Robert. 1988. The fatal shore: a history of the transportation of convicts to Australia, 1787-1868, Chapter 6, pp. 158-202. [E-Reserve]

Elder, chapter 2: The working man is everywhere: class and national identity, pp. 40-64

Reading journal/blog graded at end of week

Week 5, Feb. 14-18: Australia in Asia: Immigration and economic integration

How has Australia managed its relationships with its Asian neighbors?

Elder, Chapter 6: The myth of terra nullius: indigeneity and nation, pp. 147-180

Elder, Chapter 5: White Australia meets multiculturalism: ethnicity and nation, pp. 115-146

Jain, Purnendra. 2008. Australia's Asia dilemma. Global Asia 3(3): 86-93. http://tinyurl.com/28qva6s

Week 6, Feb. 21-25: The Dreaming and Aboriginal culture

Who are the Aborigines? How do distinctive features of Aboriginal culture like the Dreaming and kinship systems shape their way of life?

Cowlishaw, Introduction, pp. 1-13

Cowlishaw, Chapter 6: Authenticity, pp. 160-190

Hume, Lynne. 2004. Accessing the eternal: dreaming “the Dreaming” and ceremonial performance. Zygon 39 (1): 237-258. [E-Reserve]

Dousset, Laurent. 2002. Kinship: an introduction (part 4: Australian Aboriginal kinship and social organization). AusAnthrop.net http://tinyurl.com/2bx22qc

Week 7, Feb. 28-Mar. 4: Aboriginal culture today

What is life like for Aborigines today? What social issues do they confront?

Cowlishaw, Chapter 3: History hurts, pp. 68-100

Cowlishaw, Chapter 4: Writing reconciliation, pp. 101-128

Cowlishaw, Chapter 1: Talking underwater, pp. 14-37

Cowlishaw, Chapter 2: Finding informants, pp. 38-67

Cowlishaw, Chapter 5: Living skills, pp. 129-159

Cowlishaw, Chapter 7: Being Frank, pp. 191-218

Reading journal/blog graded at end of week

No Class Mar. 7-11 – Spring Break

Week 8, Mar. 14-18: Sexuality and gender in Australia

What do Australians think about sex? What role have gender and sexuality played in shaping Australian culture?

Elder, Chapter 3: The invisible woman: gender and nation, pp. 65-92

Elder, Chapter 4: Populate or perish: sexuality and nation, pp. 93-114

Thomas R. Lovett. 2008. Australian culture – mateship and a fair go. http://tinyurl.com/nzu754

Week 9, Mar. 21-26: Australia's political system

How is Australia governed? How do the nation's parties compete for power and to define Australia's identity?

Kilcullen, John. 2004. The Australian Constitution: A first reading. http://tinyurl.com/255x7y3

Kilcullen, John. 2000. Democracy in Australia. http://tinyurl.com/24b4uzz

Kilcullen, John. 2000. A comparison of the Australian, British, and American political systems. http://tinyurl.com/2fn4bbu

Elder, Chapter 9: The land of the long weekend: public holidays and national events, pp. 239-261.

Week 10, Mar. 28-Apr. 1: Fire ecology

What is the role of fire in shaping Australia's ecology? How have people managed Australia's fires?

Pyne, Stephen J., P.L. Andrews, and R.D. Laven. 1996. Introduction to wildland fire, Chapter 5, sections 5.1-5.3., pp. 177-209. New York: Wiley. [E-Reserve]

Pyne, Stephen J. 1995. Fire flume (Australia). In World fire: the culture of fire on Earth, pp. 29-44. New York: Henry Holt. [E-Reserve]

Danielson, Stentor. 2011. What do people in the Sydney suburbs think about bushfires? Unpublished manuscript. [E-Reserve]

Reading journal/blog graded at the end of the week

Week 11, Apr. 4-8: Aboriginal connections to country

What does the land mean to Aboriginal people? How are they preserving their connections in the face of disruptions to their traditional culture?

Jacobs, Jane M. 1993. "Shake 'im this country": the mapping of the Aboriginal sacred in Australia -- the case of Coronation Hill. In Constructions of race, place and nation, ed. Peter Jackson and Jan Penrose, 100-118. London: University College London Press. [E-Reserve]

Nursey-Bray, Melissa, Helene Marsh, and Helen Ross. 2010. Exploring discourses in environmental decision making: an indigenous hunting case study. Society and Natural Resources 23, no. 4: 366-382. [E-Reserve]

Behrendt, Larissa Y. 2006, The urban Aboriginal landscape. In Anderson, K., R. Dobson, F. Allon, and B. Neilson (eds), After sprawl: post-suburban Sydney. E-Proceedings of Post-Suburban Sydney: The City in Transformation Conference, Centre for Cultural Research, University of Western Sydney, Sydney, NSW, pp. 1-8.  http://tinyurl.com/25jw69e

Week 12, Apr. 11-15: “The bush” in white Australian culture

What does “the bush” mean to white Australians? How has it shaped the country's identity?

Elder, Chapter 8: The heart of the country: place, space, and land, pp. 212-238

Lawson, Henry. 1970. “The bush undertaker” and “The drover's wife,” from The bush undertaker and other stories. pp. 11-25. [E-Reserve]

Stehlik, Daniela.2007. No longer an hour too far away: reflections on the impacts of the “sea-change” phenomenon on a coastal city. State of Australian Cities Conference, Adelaide. 343-349. http://tinyurl.com/295d23d

Week 13, Apr. 18-22: Australia as a suburban nation

How do Australians live in the suburbs? What is driving the sea change and tree change?

Head, L., and P. Muir 2006. Edges of connection: reconceptualizing the human role in urban biogeography. Australian Geographer 37 (1): 87-101. [E-Reserve]

Elder, Chapter 11: Backyards and barracking: the everyday in Australia, pp. 287-319

Waitt, Gordon. 1999. Playing games with Sydney: marketing Sydney for the 2000 Olympics. Urban Studies 36 (7): 1055-1077. [E-Reserve]

Reading journal/blog graded at the end of the week

Week 14-15, Apr. 25-May 2: Resource use and conservation in Australia

How are Australians using and conserving their natural environment?

Byron, I., and A. Curtis. 2001. Landcare in Australia: burned out and browned off. Local Environment 6(3): 313-328. http://tinyurl.com/26dsrte

Stevenson, Hayley. 2009. Cheating on climate change? Australia's challenge to global warming norms. Australian Journal of International Affairs 63 (2): 165-186. [E-Reserve]

Quiggin, John. 2001. Environmental economics and the Murray-Darling river system. Australian Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics 45 (1): 67-94. [E-Reserve]

Group presentations Friday, April 29.

Final Exam: Wednesday, May 4, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
